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for three hundred and fifty years, and of nine other portraits
of members of the Medici family which have not previously
been known. And it demonstrates that the recent theories
put forward regarding several of Botticelli's most important
pictures are erroneous.

In the chapters relating to the earlier members of the fam-
ily short notices have been introduced of the prominent
artists of the time, not merely in order to show to how large
an extent the Medici were concerned in their steady ad-
vancement to greater achievements, but still more because
this is essential if the Medici are to be shown in their proper
"setting." The favourite method of separating the history
of the time from the history of its art would in this case
have been exceptionally destructive; for it would have ex-
cluded from the biographical sketch of each head of the fam-
ily that which in the case of many of them was their chief
interest in life; and even to place such notices at the end
of the chapter would have caused a similar separation. The
course adopted preserves better that close touch with the
world of Art which is here essential, while it also assists to
maintain the due sequence of events in regard to Art. These
notices cease after the time of the "Interregnum" (1494-
1512); to have continued them beyond that point, when
the Tuscan school, which had so long led the way, began to
merge into the larger field of Italy, would have" had the ef-
fect of obscuring the history of the Medici \\ith matters in
which they had ceased to be any longer an impottanl factor.

In the earlier chapters short abstracts have been given
from time to time of contemporary events taking place in
other countries, as this course, though unusual, is I think in
the case of a history of this kind helpful, by keeping it in
touch with general history as it proceeds. The need for such
abstracts gradually decreases as the history of the family
advances.

In regard to the vexed question of references to authorities
I have endeavoured to steer a middle course between quoting